Irreversible lower limb ischaemia following ligation of the inferior mesenteric artery in the surgical treatment of rectal cancer.
Rectal cancer and cardiovascular disease are both commoner in the elderly and may coexist. In some severe arteriopaths the blood supply to the lower limbs may be a collateral circulation from the inferior mesenteric artery. Patients with aorto-iliac occlusion or severe stenosis may have collaterals from the inferior mesenteric artery to the lower limb blood vessels. Ligation of the inferior mesenteric artery in treating rectal cancer can result in irreversible ischaemia as outlined in this report. Routine palpation of the femoral pulses and awareness of collateral circulation may avoid the disastrous consequences seen in the two cases described.